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POSITIVE LAW; CITATION

This title has been enacted into positive law by sec-
tion 1 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 495, which pro-
vided in part that: ‘“Title 14 of the United States Code,
entitled ‘Coast Guard’, is hereby revised, codified, and
enacted into law, and may be cited as ‘14 U.S.C., §—.""

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 19 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 561, pro-
vided that: ‘““This Act shall take effect on the first day
of the third month after approval by the President but
shall not affect any proceedings commenced by or
against any person prior to the effective date of this

Act.”

REPEALS

Section 20 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 561, re-
pealed the sections or parts of sections of the Revised
Statutes or Statutes at Large covering provisions codi-
fied in this act, with a proviso that ‘“‘any rights or li-
abilities now existing under such sections or parts
thereof shall not be affected by such repeal’.

LEGISLATIVE CONSTRUCTION

Section 3 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 557, pro-
vided that: ‘“No inference of a legislative construction



Page 3

is to be drawn by reason of the chapter in Title 14,
Coast Guard, as set out in section 1 of this Act, in
which any section is placed, nor by reason of the catch
lines used in such title.”

SEPARABILITY

Section 2 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 557, pro-
vided that: “‘If any part of Title 14, United States Code,
as enacted by section 1 of this Act, shall be held invalid
the remainder of such title shall not be affected there-
by.”

ORDERS, RULES, AND REGULATIONS

Section 4 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 558, pro-
vided that: ‘“All orders, rules, and regulations of the
Coast Guard in effect under provisions of law super-
seded or amended by this Act shall, to the extent they
would have been authorized under this Act, remain in
force and effect as the regulations and orders under the
provisions of this Act and shall be administered and en-
forced under this Act as nearly as may be until specifi-
cally repealed, amended, or revised.”

REDUCTION IN GRADE, RANK, PAY, ALLOWANCES, AND
BENEFITS

Section 5 of act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 558, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Nothing contained in this Act shall oper-
ate to abolish or reduce the grade, rank, rating, pay, al-
lowances, or other benefits to which any person in the
Coast Guard is entitled on the effective date of this
Act.”

TITLE REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This title is referred to in title 10 sections 379, 1174,
1406, 12646.

PART I—REGULAR COAST GUARD

Chap. Sec.
1 Establishment and Duties ..... 1
3 Composition and Organization . 41
5. Functions and Powers ........... 81
7. Cooperation With Other Agencies .. 141
9. Coast Guard Academy .........eccoccvnecene 181
11. Personnel 211
13. Pay, Allowances, Awards, and

Other Rights and Benefits ............ 461
[15. Repealed.]
17. Administration 631
19. Coast Guard Environmental Com-

pliance and Restoration Pro-

gram! 690

AMENDMENTS

1989—Pub. L. 101-225, title II, §222(b), Dec. 12, 1989, 103
Stat. 1918, added item for chapter 19.

1950—Act May 5, 1950, ch. 169, §§5, 14(v), 64 Stat. 148,
repealed item for chapter 15 ‘‘Discipline and Related
Matters 561", effective May 31, 1951.

CHAPTER 1—ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES

Sec

1. Establishment of Coast Guard.

2. Primary duties.

3 Relationship to Navy Department.
4 Operation as a service in the Navy.
5 “Secretary’’ defined.

§ 1. Establishment of Coast Guard

The Coast Guard as established January 28,
1915, shall be a military service and a branch of
the armed forces of the United States at all

180 in original. Does not conform to chapter heading.
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times. The Coast Guard shall be a service in the
Department of Transportation, except when op-
erating as a service in the Navy.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 496; Oct. 18, 1976,
Pub. L. 94-546, §1(1), 90 Stat. 2519.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §1 (Jan. 28, 1915, ch.
20, §1, 38 Stat. 800; July 11, 1941, ch. 290, §§5, 6(a), 55
Stat. 585).

Said section has been divided. Provisions relating to
operation under the Navy in time of war are placed in
sections 3 and 4 of this title, and the remainder is in
this section.

This section continues the Coast Guard as a military
service and branch of the armed forces of the United
States at all times. By the act of July 11, 1941, 55 Stat.
585 (title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §1), the Coast Guard was
constituted a branch of the land and naval forces of the
United States at all times. This section therefore mere-
ly continues an existing agency and codifies existing
law on the military status of the Coast Guard, sub-
stituting ‘‘armed forces’ for ‘‘land and naval forces’
because of the recent establishment of the Department
of the Air Force as an ‘‘armed force” rather than as a
part of the ‘‘land and naval forces’’. The Coast Guard is
designated a service in the Treasury Department ex-
cept when operating as a service in the Navy. This is a
better definition of the status of the Coast Guard than
one which defines it as a service under the Treasury
Department in time of peace, because the President is
authorized to place the Coast Guard under the Navy in
time of emergency, which could be in time of peace.

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-546 substituted ‘‘Department of
Transportation” for ‘“‘Treasury Department’’.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Coast Guard transferred to Department of Transpor-
tation and all functions, powers, and duties, relating to
Coast Guard, of Secretary of the Treasury and of other
offices and officers of Department of the Treasury
transferred to Secretary of Transportation by Pub. L.
89-670, §6(b)(1), Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 931. Section 6(b)(2)
of Pub. L. 89-670, however, provided that notwithstand-
ing such transfer of functions, Coast Guard shall oper-
ate as part of Navy in time of war or when President
directs as provided in section 3 of this title. See section
108 of Title 49, Transportation.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in title 46 section 2101.

§ 2. Primary duties

The Coast Guard shall enforce or assist in the
enforcement of all applicable Federal laws on,
under, and over the high seas and waters subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States; shall
engage in maritime air surveillance or interdic-
tion to enforce or assist in the enforcement of
the laws of the United States; shall administer
laws and promulgate and enforce regulations for
the promotion of safety of life and property on
and under the high seas and waters subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States covering
all matters not specifically delegated by law to
some other executive department; shall develop,
establish, maintain, and operate, with due re-
gard to the requirements of national defense,
aids to maritime navigation, ice-breaking facili-
ties, and rescue facilities for the promotion of
safety on, under, and over the high seas and wa-
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ters subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States; shall, pursuant to international agree-
ments, develop, establish, maintain, and operate
icebreaking facilities on, under, and over waters
other than the high seas and waters subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States; shall en-
gage in oceanographic research of the high seas
and in waters subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States; and shall maintain a state of
readiness to function as a specialized service in
the Navy in time of war, including the fulfill-
ment of Maritime Defense Zone command re-
sponsibilities..1

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 496, Oct. 5, 1961,
Pub. L. 87-396, §1, 75 Stat. 827; June 12, 1970, Pub.
L. 91-278, §1(1), 84 Stat. 304; Dec. 13, 1974, Pub. L.
93-519, 88 Stat. 1659; Nov. 10, 1986, Pub. L. 99-640,
§6, 100 Stat. 3547; Sept. 28, 1988, Pub. L. 100-448,
§17, 102 Stat. 1845; Nov. 18, 1988, Pub. L. 100-690,
title VII, §7403, 102 Stat. 4484.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

This section defines in general terms, for the first
time in any statute, all the primary duties of the Coast
Guard. It is derived from title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§45,
50k-500, 51, 52, b3, 55, 60, 61, 62, 63, 98a, 104, 261, 301, title
33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§720, 720a, 740, 740a, 740b, title 46,
U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§1 (footnote), 2 (R.S. 1536, 2747, 2758,
2759, 4249; June 23, 1874, ch. 455, §1, 18 Stat. 220; June 18,
1878, ch. 265, §4, 20 Stat. 163; July 5, 1884, ch. 221, §2, 23
Stat. 118; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, §10, 32 Stat. 829; Apr. 19,
1906, ch. 1640, §§1-3, 34 Stat. 123; May 12, 1906, ch. 2454,
34 Stat. 190; June 17, 1910, ch. 301, §§6, 7, 36 Stat. 538;
Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, §1, 37 Stat. 736; June 24, 1914, ch.
124, 38 Stat. 387; Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 81, §5, 38 Stat. 927; Aug.
29, 1916, ch. 417, 39 Stat. 1820; May 22, 1926, ch. 371, §6,
44 Stat. 626; June 30, 1932, ch. 314, §501, 47 Stat. 415; May
27, 1936, ch. 463, §1, 49 Stat. 1380; Aug. 16, 1937, ch. 665,
§3, 50 Stat. 667; Feb. 19, 1941, ch. 8, §§2, 201, 55 Stat. 9,
11; July 11, 1941, ch. 290, §7, 55 Stat. 585; Nov. 23, 1942,
ch. 639, §2(2), 56 Stat. 102; Sept. 30, 1944, ch. 453, §1, 58
Stat. 759; June 22, 1948, ch. 600, 62 Stat. 574; June 26,
1948, ch. 672, 62 Stat. 1050).

This section contains a codification of functions. It
sets forth in general language the primary responsibil-
ities of the Coast Guard: enforcement of all Federal
laws on waters to which they have application, safety
of life and property at sea, aiding navigation, and read-
iness to function with the Navy. Having been created in
1915 by the consolidation of the Revenue Cutter Service
and the Life Saving Service, the Coast Guard has
gradually been given additional duties and responsibil-
ities, such as the assignment of law enforcement pow-
ers on the high seas and navigable waters in 1936, the
transfer of the Lighthouse Service in 1939, and the
transfer of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navi-
gation in 1942. Existing along with these other duties
has been that of maintaining a state of readiness as a
specialized service prepared for active participation
with the Navy in time of war. These various inter-
dependent functions of the Service have not been ex-
pressed collectively in any statute heretofore, but it is
believed desirable to do so in this revision in order to
have outlined in general terms in one section the broad
scope of the functions of the Coast Guard. 8lst Con-
gress, House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1988—Pub. L. 100-690 substituted ‘‘United States; shall
engage in maritime air surveillance or interdiction to
enforce or assist in the enforcement of the laws of the
United States; shall administer’” for first reference to
‘“United States;”.

Pub. L. 100-448 substituted ‘‘Federal laws on, under,
and over” for ‘““‘Federal laws on and under’’.

180 in original.
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1986—Pub. L. 99-640 inserted ‘‘, including the fulfill-
ment of Maritime Defense Zone command responsibil-
ities.”

1974—Pub. L. 93-519 inserted provision requiring Coast
Guard to develop, establish, maintain and operate, pur-
suant to international agreements, icebreaking facili-
ties in waters other than those subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States.

1970—Pub. L. 91-278 improved and clarified text, sub-
stituting ‘‘on and under’’ for ‘‘upon’ in clause preced-
ing first semicolon; inserting ‘“‘and under’ after ‘life
and property on” and striking out ‘‘on’’ after ‘‘the high
seas and” in clause preceding second semicolon; and
substituting ‘‘icebreaking’ for ‘‘ice-breaking’ and in-
serting ‘¢, under,” after ‘‘promotion of safety on” in
clause preceding third semicolon, respectively.

1961—Pub. L. 87-396 required Coast Guard to engage in
oceanographic research on high seas and in waters sub-
ject to jurisdiction of the United States.

CROSS REFERENCES

Aids to navigation authorized, see section 81 of this
title.

Ice and derelict patrol, see section 738a of Title 46,
Appendix, Shipping.

Law enforcement, see section 89 of this title.

Safety of naval vessels, see section 91 of this title.

Saving life and property, see section 88 of this title.

§ 3. Relationship to Navy Department

Upon the declaration of war or when the Presi-
dent directs, the Coast Guard shall operate as a
service in the Navy, and shall so continue until
the President, by Executive order, transfers the
Coast Guard back to the Department of Trans-
portation. While operating as a service in the
Navy, the Coast Guard shall be subject to the or-
ders of the Secretary of the Navy who may order
changes in Coast Guard operations to render
them uniform, to the extent he deems advisable,
with Navy operations.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 496; Oct. 18, 1976,
Pub. L. 94-546, §1(2), 90 Stat. 2519.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §1 (Jan. 28, 1915, ch.
20, §1, 38 Stat. 800; July 11, 1941, ch. 290, §§5, 6(a), 55
Stat. 585).

Said section has been divided. The provisions relating
to when the Coast Guard operates as a service in the
Navy are in this section. The provisions relating to the
establishment of the Coast Guard are placed in section
1 of this title. The provisions relating to appropriations
are placed in section 4 of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-546 substituted ‘‘Executive’ for ‘‘ex-
ecutive” and ‘‘Department of Transportation’ for
“Treasury Department’.

CROSS REFERENCES

Armed Forces as including Coast Guard, see section
101 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Cooperation with Navy Department, see section 145 of
this title.

Interchange of supplies between Navy and Coast
Guard, see section 2571 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Secretary of the Navy, powers with respect to Coast
Guard, see section 5013a of Title 10.

Service in Navy to be counted, see section 467 of this
title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in title 10 section 5013a;
title 49 section 108; title 50 section 191a.
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§ 4. Operation as a service in the Navy

Whenever the Coast Guard operates as a serv-
ice in the Navy:

(a) applicable appropriations of the Navy De-
partment shall be available for the expense of
the Coast Guard;

(b) applicable appropriations of the Coast
Guard shall be available for transfer to the
Navy Department;

(c) precedence between commissioned offi-
cers of corresponding grades in the Coast
Guard and the Navy shall be determined by
the date of rank stated by their commissions
in those grades;

(d) personnel of the Coast Guard shall be eli-
gible to receive gratuities, medals, and other
insignia of honor on the same basis as person-
nel in the naval service or serving in any ca-
pacity with the Navy; and

(e) the Secretary may place on furlough any
officer of the Coast Guard and officers on fur-
lough shall receive one half of the pay to
which they would be entitled if on leave of ab-
sence, but officers of the Coast Guard Reserve
shall not be so placed on furlough.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 497; May 5, 1950, ch.
169, §14(u), 64 Stat. 148; June 9, 1966, Pub. L.
89444, §1(1), 80 Stat. 195.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Subsections (a) and (b) are based on title 14, U.S.C.,
1946 ed., §1 (Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, §1, 38 Stat. 800; July 11,
1941, ch. 290, §§5, 6(a), 55 Stat. 585).

Said section has been divided. The provisions relating
to appropriations are in this section. The provisions re-
lating to establishment of the Coast Guard are placed
in section 1 of this title. The provisions relating to
when the Coast Guard operates as a service in the Navy
are placed in section 3 of this title.

The substantive changes relating to the availability
of appropriations when the Coast Guard is transferred
to the Navy were suggested by the Bureau of the Budg-
et (July 11, 1941, ch. 290, §6 (a), 55 Stat. 585).

Subsection (c¢) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §7
(Aug. 29, 1916, ch. 417, 39 Stat. 600).

Subsection (d) is derived from title 34, U.S.C., 1946
ed., §§355 to 356b (Feb. 4, 1919, ch. 14, §§2-5, 40 Stat. 1056;
Aug. 7, 1942, ch. 551, §1, 56 Stat. 743).

Said sections authorized medals for presentation
‘. . . to any person who, while serving in any capacity
with the Navy of the United States . . .”’; inasmuch as
this language includes the Coast Guard when it is oper-
ating under the Navy, this subsection entails no change
in existing law.

Subsection (e) is based on title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§228 (R.S. 1442; Feb. 28, 1942, ch. 11, 59 Stat. 9).

Inasmuch as R.S. 1442 cited above applies to the Navy
and Marine Corps as well as the Coast Guard it is not
scheduled for repeal but is being amended by section 6
of this act to eliminate reference to the Coast Guard.

Subsection (f) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §3
(Aug. 29, 1916, ch. 417, 39 Stat. 600).

Said section has been divided. The provisions con-
cerning applicability of Navy laws to Coast Guard per-
sonnel are placed in this section. The provisions of the
provisos of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §3 are placed in sec-
tion 571 of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1966—Pub. L. 89-444 made technical changes in sub-
secs. (d) and (e) by inserting ‘“‘and” at end of subsec. (d)
and substituting a period for ‘‘; and” at end of subsec.
(e).
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1950—Act May 5, 1950, repealed subsec. (f) which pro-
vided that personnel of the Coast Guard should be sub-
ject to the laws for the government of the Navy.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1950 AMENDMENT

Section 5 of act May 5, 1950, provided that the amend-
ment made by that section is effective May 31, 1951.

CROSS REFERENCES

Armed Forces as including Coast Guard, see section
101 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Cooperation with Navy Department, see section 145 of
this title.

Interchange of supplies between Navy and Coast
Guard, see section 2571 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Secretary of the Navy, powers with respect to Coast
Guard, see section 5013a of Title 10.

Service in Navy to be counted, see section 467 of this
title.

Uniform Code of Military Justice, see section 801 et
seq. of Title 10, Armed Forces.

§5. “Secretary” defined

As used in this title, the term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the respective depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 497.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

This section is definitive and is included to obviate
the necessity of spelling out in detail in each section of
the bill where the Secretary is referred to, ‘‘the Sec-
retary of the Treasury when the Coast Guard is operat-
ing in the Treasury Department and the Secretary of
the Navy when the Coast Guard is operating as a serv-
ice in the Navy.” 81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

CROSS REFERENCES

General powers of Secretary, see section 92 of this
title.

Secretary of Navy, powers with respect to Coast
Guard, see section 5013a of Title 10, Armed Forces.

CHAPTER 3—COMPOSITION AND

ORGANIZATION
Sec.
41. Grades and ratings.
4la. Active duty promotion list.
42, Number and distribution of commissioned of-
ficers.
[43. Repealed.]
44. Commandant; appointment.
[45. Repealed.]
46. Retirement of Commandant.
417, Vice Commandant; assignment.
[48, 49. Repealed.]
50. Area commanders.
50a. Chief of Staff.
51. Retirement.
52. Vice admirals, continuity of grade.
AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §§204(b)(2), 205(b)(2),
Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2421, 2422, struck out
‘“; retirement” after ‘‘assignment’” in item 47 and

added item 50a.

1982—Pub. L. 97-322, title I, §115(a)(2), Oct. 15, 1982, 96
Stat. 15685, added item 52.

1972—Pub. L. 92451, §1(8), Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat. 756,
substituted ‘“Vice Commandant’ for ‘‘Assistant Com-
mandant’ in item 47 and added items 50 and 51.

1963—Pub. L. 88-130, §1(7), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 175,
added item 4la and struck out item 43.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474, §1(8), May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 145,
substituted ‘‘Assistant Commandant; assignment; re-
tirement”’ for ‘‘Assistant Commandant and Engineer in
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Chief; appointment’ in item 47 and struck out items 45,
48, and 49.

§41. Grades and ratings

In the Coast Guard there shall be an admiral,
vice admirals; rear admirals; rear admirals
(lower half); captains; commanders; lieutenant
commanders; lieutenants; lieutenants (junior
grade); ensigns; chief warrant officers; cadets;
warrant officers; and enlisted members. Enlisted
members shall be distributed in ratings estab-
lished by the Secretary.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 497; Aug. 10, 1956,
ch. 1041, §§6, 53, 7T0A Stat. 620, 679; May 14, 1960,
Pub. L. 86474, §1(1), 74 Stat. 144; Oct. 2, 1972,
Pub. L. 92-451, §1(1), 86 Stat. 755; Jan. 4, 1983,
Pub. L. 97417, §2(1), 96 Stat. 2085; Oct. 30, 1984,
Pub. L. 98-557, §15(a)(3)(B), (C), 98 Stat. 2865;
Nov. 8, 1985, Pub. L. 99-145, title V, §514(a)(2), 99
Stat. 628; Oct. 5, 1994, Pub. L. 103-337, div. A,
title V, §541(f)(4), 108 Stat. 2766.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
1949 ActT

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§5, 9, 21 (Apr. 12,
1902, ch. 501, §1, 32 Stat. 100; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, §2, 38
Stat. 801; May 18, 1920, ch. 190, §8, 41 Stat. 603; June 5,
1920, ch. 235, §1, 41 Stat. 879; Jan. 12, 1923, ch. 25, §§1, 2,
42 Stat. 1130; July 3, 1926, ch. 742, §§3, 9, 10, 44 Stat. 815,
817).

The grades of vice admiral and rear admiral are
added to make provision for the commissioned officer
personnel structure of the service as provided for in
this revision. The entire rating structure for enlisted
men is left to the administrative discretion of the Sec-
retary, as in the past, for reasons of flexibility.

The last two paragraphs of said section 5 are obsolete
and have been omitted.

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

1956 AcT

Revised

section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

14:41.

34:135a(a) (less last
sentence, as appli-
cable to tem-
porary appoint-
ments).

Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, §1(41), 63
Stat. 497.

May 29, 1954, ch. 249, §3(a)
(less 3d and last sentences,
as applicable to temporary
appointments), 68 Stat. 157.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-337 substituted ‘‘chief warrant offi-
cers; cadets; warrant officers;”’ for ‘‘chief warrant offi-
cers, W—4; chief warrant officers, W-3; chief warrant of-
ficers, W-2; cadets; warrant officers, W-1;"’.

1985—Pub. L. 99-145 substituted ‘‘rear admirals (lower
half)” for ‘‘commodores’.

1984—Pub. L. 98-557 substituted
“‘men’’ in two places.

1983—Pub. L. 97-417 inserted
“‘rear admirals;”’.

1972—Pub. L. 92-451 substituted ‘‘vice admirals’ for
‘‘a vice admiral’’.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474 inserted the grade of admiral.

1956—Act Aug. 10, 1956, repealed and reenacted section
by general amendment thereby substituting ‘‘chief war-
rant officers, W—-4; chief warrant officers, W-3; chief
warrant officers, W-2" for ‘‘commissioned warrant offi-
cers”, and ‘“‘warrant officers, W-1 for ‘‘warrant offi-
cers’’.

“members’ for

‘“‘commodores;’’ after

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-337 effective on the first
day of the fourth month beginning after Oct. 5, 1994, see
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section 541(h) of Pub. L. 103-337, set out as a note under
section 571 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92-451 effective Oct. 2, 1972,
except that continuation boards may not be held until
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92451, set
out as a note under section 290 of this title.

CROSS REFERENCES

Enlisted men, see section 350 et seq. of this title.

Officers, see section 211 et seq. of this title.

Pay and allowances of officers, see section 461 of this
title.

§41a. Active duty promotion list

(a) The Secretary shall maintain a single ac-
tive duty promotion list of officers of the Coast
Guard on active duty in the grades of ensign and
above. Reserve officers on active duty, other
than pursuant to an active duty agreement exe-
cuted under section 12311 of title 10, retired offi-
cers, and officers of the permanent commis-
sioned teaching staff of the Coast Guard Acad-
emy shall not be included on the active duty
promotion list.

(b) Officers shall be carried on the active duty
promotion list in the order of seniority of the
grades in which they are serving. Officers serv-
ing in the same grade shall be carried in the
order of their seniority in that grade. The Sec-
retary may correct any erroneous position on
the active duty promotion list that was caused
by administrative error.

(c) A person appointed in the grade of ensign
or above in the Regular Coast Guard shall be
placed on the active duty promotion list in the
order of his date of rank and seniority.

(d) A Reserve officer, other than one excluded
by subsection (a), shall, when he enters on ac-
tive duty, be placed on the active duty pro-
motion list in accordance with his grade and se-
niority. The position of such a Reserve officer
among other officers of the Coast Guard on ac-
tive duty who have the same date of rank shall
be determined by the Secretary.

(Added Pub. L. 88-130, §1(1), Sept. 24, 1963, 77
Stat. 174; amended Pub. L. 91-278, §1(2), June 12,
1970, 84 Stat. 304; Pub. L. 93-174, §1(1), Dec. 5,
1973, 87 Stat. 692; Pub. L. 97-136, §6(a), Dec. 29,
1981, 95 Stat. 1706; Pub. L. 103-206, title II,
§205(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2422; Pub. L.
103-337, div. A, title XVI, §1677(b)(1), Oct. 5, 1994,
108 Stat. 3019.)

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-337 substituted ‘‘section
12311 of title 10"’ for ‘‘section 679 of title 10”.

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-206 struck out before pe-
riod at end of second sentence ‘‘, except that the rear
admiral serving as Chief of Staff shall be the senior
rear admiral for all purposes other than pay’’.

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-136, §6(a)(1), substituted
‘““‘Reserve officers on active duty, other than pursuant
to an active duty agreement executed under section 679
of title 10, retired officers, and officers of the perma-
nent commissioned teaching staff of the Coast Guard
Academy shall not” for ‘“‘Retired officers and officers of
the permanent commissioned teaching staff of the
Coast Guard Academy shall not be included on the ac-
tive duty promotion list. Reserve officers on extended
active duty, other than those serving in connection
with organizing, administering, recruiting, instructing,
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or training the Reserve components or assigned to the
Selective Service System, shall”’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97-136, §6(a)(2), inserted exception
that rear admiral serving as Chief of Staff shall be sen-
ior rear admiral for all purposes other than pay.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97-136, §6(a)(3), substituted ‘‘en-
ters on active duty’ for ‘‘enters on extended active
duty”’.

1973—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93-174 substituted ‘‘Retired
officers and officers” for ‘“‘Retired officers, officers”
and struck out ‘‘, and officers of the Women’s Reserve’’
after ‘“‘Coast Guard Academy’’.

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-278 inserted ‘‘or assigned
to the Selective Service System’ after ‘‘components’
in last sentence.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-337 effective Dec. 1, 1994,
except as otherwise provided, see section 1691 of Pub. L.
103-337, set out as an Effective Date note under section
10001 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 770 of this title;
title 10 section 583.

§42. Number and distribution of commissioned
officers

(a) The total number of commissioned officers,
excluding commissioned warrant officers, on ac-
tive duty in the Coast Guard shall not exceed
6,200.

(b) The commissioned officers on the active
duty promotion list shall be distributed in grade
in the following percentages, respectively: rear
admiral 0.375; rear admiral (lower half) 0.375;
captain 6.0; commander 12.0; lieutenant com-
mander 18.0. The Secretary shall prescribe the
percentages applicable to the grades of lieuten-
ant, lieutenant (junior grade), and ensign. The
Secretary may, as the needs of the Coast Guard
require, reduce the percentage applicable to any
grade above lieutenant commander, and in order
to compensate for such reduction increase cor-
respondingly the percentage applicable to any
lower grade.

(c) The Secretary shall, at least once each
year, make a computation to determine the
number of officers on the active duty promotion
list authorized to be serving in each grade. The
number in each grade shall be computed by ap-
plying the applicable percentage to the total
number of such officers serving on active duty
on the date the computation is made. In making
computations under this section the nearest
whole number shall be regarded as the author-
ized number in any case where there is a frac-
tion in the final result.

(d) The numbers resulting from such computa-
tions shall be for all purposes the authorized
number in each grade, except that the author-
ized number for a grade is temporarily increased
during the period between one computation and
the next by the number of officers originally ap-
pointed in that grade during that period and the
number of officers of that grade for whom va-
cancies exist in the next higher grade but whose
promotion has been delayed for any reason.

(e) Officers who are not included on the active
duty promotion list, officers serving as extra
numbers in grade under sections 432 and 4331 of

1See References in Text note below.
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this title, and officers serving with other depart-
ments or agencies on a reimbursable basis or ex-
cluded under the provisions of section 324(d) of
title 49, shall not be counted in determining au-
thorized strengths under subsection (¢) and shall
not count against those strengths. The number
of officers authorized to be serving on active
duty in each grade of the permanent commis-
sioned teaching staff of the Coast Guard Acad-
emy and of the Reserve serving in connection
with organizing, administering, recruiting, in-
structing, or training the reserve components
shall be prescribed by the Secretary.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 497; July 20, 1956,
ch. 647, §2, 70 Stat. 588; May 14, 1960, Pub. L.
86-474, §1(2), 74 Stat. 144; Sept. 24, 1963, Pub. L.
88-130, §1(2), 77 Stat. 174; June 9, 1966, Pub. L.
89-444, §1(2), 80 Stat. 195; July 5, 1968, Pub. L.
90-385, 82 Stat. 293; Oct. 2, 1972, Pub. L. 92-451,
§1(2), 86 Stat. 755; Dec. 5, 1973, Pub. L. 93-174,
§1(2), 87 Stat. 692; June 13, 1979, Pub. L. 96-23, §4,
93 Stat. 68; Jan. 4, 1983, Pub. L. 97417, §2(2), 96
Stat. 2085; Jan. 12, 1983, Pub. L. 97-449, §5(b), 96
Stat. 2442; Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98-557, §25(a)(1),
98 Stat. 2872; Nov. 8, 1985, Pub. L. 99-145, title V,
§514(c)(1), 99 Stat. 629; Dec. 20, 1993, Pub. L.
103-206, title II, §201, 107 Stat. 2420.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §6a (July 23, 1947,
ch. 301, §1, 61 Stat. 409).

The only change is in phraseology in the second sen-
tence, it being necessary to include the extra numbers
authorized by the act of July 23, 1947, in the figure
given as the present number of extra numbers in the
Coast Guard. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 433 of this title, referred to in subsec. (e), was
repealed by Pub. L. 99-640, §10(a)(6)(A), Nov. 10, 1986, 100
Stat. 3549.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-206 substituted 6,200
for 6,000,

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99-145 substituted ‘‘rear ad-
miral (lower half)”’ for ‘‘commodore’.

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-557 substituted ¢0.375’
for ¢<.375” in two places.

1983—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97417 substituted °‘.375;
commodore .375;”" for ‘0.75;”" after ‘‘rear admiral’’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 97449 substituted ‘‘section 324(d)
of title 49 for ‘‘section 9(d)(1) of the Department of
Transportation Act (80 Stat. 944; 49 U.S.C. 1657)".

1979—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96-23 substituted ‘6,000’ for
“five thousand’.

1973—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 93-174 substituted ‘‘Coast
Guard Academy and of the” for ‘“Coast Guard Acad-
emy, of the’’ and struck out ‘‘, and of the Women’s Re-
serve’’ after ‘‘training and reserve components’.

1972—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 92-451 inserted provision
that officers excluded under section 1657(d)(1) of Title
49 shall not be counted in determining authorized
strengths.

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-385 substituted
thousand” for ‘‘four thousand’.

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89-444 substituted ‘‘four
thousand” for ‘‘three thousand five hundred”’.

1963—Pub. L. 88-130 specified percentage of distribu-
tion of commissioned officers from rear admiral to lieu-
tenant commander, authorized Secretary to prescribe
percentages for lieutenant, lieutenant (junior grade),
and ensign, required number in each grade to be com-
puted by applying the applicable percentage to the
total number of officers serving on active duty on the

“five
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date the computation is made, provided that officers
not on the active duty promotion list, officers serving
as extra numbers in grade, and officers serving with
other departments or agencies on a reimbursable basis
shall not be counted in determining authorized
strengths and that the number of officers authorized to
be serving on active duty in each grade of the perma-
nent commissioned teaching staff of the Coast Guard
Academy, of the Reserve, and of the Women’s Reserve
shall be prescribed by the Secretary, and struck out
provisions which included in the number of commis-
sioned officers the extra numbers in grade which in-
crease the authorized number of line officers upon sepa-
ration or retirement of the person holding such num-
ber, and the members of the permanent commissioned
teaching staff of the Coast Guard Academy, distributed
commissioned officers in grades in the same percent-
ages as prescribed for the Navy, determined authorized
number of officers in the various grades by the actual
number on active duty, including permanent, tem-
porary, and reserve officers, but not including extra
numbers in the Coast Guard at the date of making the
computation, and which provided that no officer be re-
duced in permanent grade or pay or removed from the
active list as a result of any computation of the num-
ber of officers in grade.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474 substituted ‘‘three thousand five
hundred” for ‘‘three thousand’.

1956—Act July 20, 1956, substituted ‘‘three thousand’
for “two thousand two hundred and fifty’’ and inserted
‘“‘except that the authorized number for a grade is tem-
porarily increased during the period between one com-
putation and the next by the number of officers origi-
nally appointed in that grade during that period and
the number of officers of that grade for whom vacancies
exist in the next higher grade but whose promotion has
been delayed for any reason’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92-451 effective Oct. 2, 1972,
except that continuation boards may not be held until
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92-451, set
out as a note under section 290 of this title.

CROSS REFERENCES

Navy, distribution of commissioned officers, see sec-
tion 521 et seq. of Title 10, Armed Forces.

Professors of Coast Guard Academy, number and ap-
pointment, see sections 187, 188 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 271 of this title.

[§43. Repealed. Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, §53, 70A
Stat. 641]

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 498, provided
for relative rank of commissioned officers with respect
to Army and Navy officers. See section 741 of Title 10,
Armed Forces.

§44. Commandant; appointment

The President may appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, one Com-
mandant for a period of four years, who may be
reappointed for further periods of four years,
who shall act as Chief of the Coast Guard. The
Commandant shall be appointed from the offi-
cers on the active duty promotion list serving
above the grade of captain who have completed
at least ten years of active service as a commis-
sioned officer in the Coast Guard. The Com-
mandant while so serving shall have the grade of
admiral.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 498; May 14, 1960,
Pub. L. 86-474, §1(3), 74 Stat. 144; Sept. 24, 1963,
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Pub. L. 88-130, §1(3), 77 Stat. 175; June 9, 1966,
Pub. L. 89-444, §1(3), 80 Stat. 195; Oct. 2, 1972,
Pub. L. 92451, §1(3), 86 Stat. 755.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §11 (Apr. 16, 1908,
ch. 145, §§1, 2, 35 Stat. 61; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, §1, 38
Stat. 800; Jan. 12, 1923, ch. 25, §2, 42 Stat. 1130; Apr. 23,
1930, ch. 211, 46 Stat. 253; June 9, 1937, ch. 309, §1, 50
Stat. 252; June 6, 1940, ch. 257, §1(a), 54 Stat. 246).

Said section has been divided. The provisions of the
first proviso are placed in section 45 of this title, and
the remainder is placed in this section.

The grade of the Commandant is fixed as vice admiral
rather than that prescribed for Bureau Chiefs of the
Navy. The additional qualifications that an officer ap-
pointed Commandant must have at least 10 years com-
missioned service in the Coast Guard has been inserted.
81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1972—Pub. L. 92-451 substituted ‘‘above the grade of
captain’ for ‘‘in the grade of captain or above’ in sec-
ond sentence.

1966—Pub. L. 89-444 struck out provision that the po-
sition of an officer appointed Commandant be filled by
promotion according to law.

1963—Pub. L. 88-130 substituted ‘‘officers on the ac-
tive duty promotion list serving in the grade of” for
‘‘active list of officers who hold a permanent commis-
sion as”’, required qualifying period of 10 years commis-
sioned service to be ‘‘active’ service, and struck out
‘“, pay, and allowances’ before ‘‘of admiral”’.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474 substituted ‘‘active list of offi-
cers” for ‘“active list of line officers’, ‘‘captain or
above’ for ‘‘commander or above’, and ‘‘allowances of
admiral”’ for ‘‘allowances of vice admiral”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92451 effective Oct. 2, 1972,
except that continuation boards may not be held until
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92451, set
out as a note under section 290 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF HIGHER GRADE AND INCREASED
PAY AND ALLOWANCES

Section 2 of Pub. L. 86-474 provided that: ‘“The in-
creased grade of admiral for the Commandant and vice
admiral for the Assistant Commandant [now Vice Com-
mandant], including the pay and allowances applicable
to such grades, shall be effective on the first day of the
month following enactment of this Act [May 14, 1960].”

SAVINGS PROVISION

Section 3 of Pub. L. 86-474 provided that: ‘‘Except as
provided by section 2 [set out as a note under this sec-
tion], the amendments by section 1 [amending sections
41, 42, 44, 46, 47, 186 to 191, 222, 247(c), 365, and 462 of this
title, and repealing sections 45, 48, and 49 of this title]
shall not operate to change or deprive the present in-
cumbents serving as Commandant, Assistant Com-
mandant [now Vice Commandant], and Engineer in
Chief of any rights, benefits and privileges appertaining
to such offices on the day preceding the date of enact-
ment of this Act [May 14, 1960], nor to divest them of
their offices for the terms appointed.”

CROSS REFERENCES

General powers of Commandant, see section 93 of this
title.

[§45. Repealed. Pub. L. 86474, §1(4), May 14,
1960, 74 Stat. 144]

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 498, related
to permanent grade of Commandant on expiration of
term.
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§46. Retirement of Commandant

(a) A Commandant who is not reappointed
shall be retired with the grade of admiral at the
expiration of the appointed term, except as pro-
vided in subsection?® 51(d) of this title.

(b) A Commandant who is retired for physical
disability shall be placed on the retired list with
the grade of admiral.

(c) An officer who is retired prior to the expi-
ration of his term, while serving as Com-
mandant, may, in the discretion of the Presi-
dent, be retired with the grade of admiral.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499; May 14, 1960,
Pub. L. 86-474, §1(5), 74 Stat. 144; Sept. 24, 1963,
Pub. L. 88-130, §1(4), 77 Stat. 175; June 9, 1966,
Pub. L. 89-444, §1(4), (5), 80 Stat. 195; Oct. 12, 1982,
Pub. L. 97-295, §2(1), 96 Stat. 1301; July 1, 1986,
Pub. L. 99-348, title II, §205(b)(1), 100 Stat. 699;
Dec. 20, 1993, Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §204(a), 107
Stat. 2421.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §161 (Jan. 12, 1923,
ch. 25, §2, 42 Stat. 1130; June 25, 1936, ch. 808, 49 Stat.
1924; June 9, 1937, ch. 309, §1, 50 Stat. 2562; June 6, 1940,
ch. 257, §1(a), 54 Stat. 246).

Provision is added for retirement of the Commandant
with the grade and pay of vice admiral after 3 years
service, in the discretion of the President, regardless of
total length of service. Provision is also added for re-
tirement with the grade and pay of vice admiral in case
of physical disability. 81st Congress, House Report No.
5517.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-206 amended subsec. (a)
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘““Any Commandant who is not reappointed shall,
at the expiration of his term, be retired with the grade
of admiral.”

1986—Pub. L. 99-348 struck out ‘‘and retired pay com-
puted at the highest rates of basic pay applicable to
him while he served as Commandant’ after ‘‘admiral”’
in subsecs. (a) to (¢).

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-295 substituted ‘‘Com-
mandant’ for ‘‘commandant’’.

1966—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89-444, §1(4), removed re-
quirement that the Commandant serve 2% years as
Commandant before being eligible for retirement with
the grade of admiral and retired pay computed at the
highest rates of basic pay applicable to him while he
served as Commandant.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 89-444, §1(5), repealed subsec. (d)
which provided that a Commandant who retired within
21 years of the date of his original appointment as
Commandant would retire in his permanent grade and
with the retired pay of that grade.

1963—Subsecs. (a) to (¢). Pub. L. 88-130 substituted ‘‘of
admiral and retired pay computed at the highest rates
of basic pay applicable to him while he served as Com-
mandant” for ‘‘and retired pay of admiral’’.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474 authorized any Commandant who
is not reappointed at the expiration of his term to be
retired with the grade and retired pay of admiral, di-
rected placement on the retired list with the grade and
retired pay of admiral for a Commandant who is retired
for physical disability, reduced from three to two and
one-half years the period that the Commandant must
serve before he may voluntarily apply retirement with-
out regard to total length of service, and provided that
any Commandant who retires within two and one-half
years of the date of his original appointment as Com-
mandant shall retire in his permanent grade and with
the retired pay of that grade.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘section’.
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§47. Vice Commandant; assignment

The President may appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, one Vice Com-
mandant who shall rank next after the Com-
mandant, shall perform such duties as the Com-
mandant may prescribe and shall act as Com-
mandant during the absence or disability of the
Commandant or in the event that there is a va-
cancy in the office of Commandant. The Vice
Commandant shall be selected from the officers
on the active duty promotion list serving above
the grade of captain. The Commandant shall
make recommendation for such appointment.
The Vice Commandant shall, while so serving,
have the grade of vice admiral with pay and al-
lowances of that grade. The appointment and
grade of a Vice Commandant shall be effective
on the date the officer assumes that duty, and
shall terminate on the date the officer is de-
tached from that duty, except as provided in
subsection?® 51(d) of this title.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499; May 14, 1960,
Pub. L. 86-474, §1(6), 74 Stat. 144; Sept. 24, 1963,
Pub. L. 88-130, §1(5), (6), 77 Stat. 175; June 9, 1966,
Pub. L. 89-444, §1(6), (7), 80 Stat. 195; Oct. 2, 1972,
Pub. L. 92-451, §1(4), 86 Stat. 755; Oct. 12, 1982,
Pub. L. 97-295, §2(2), 96 Stat. 1301; July 1, 1986,
Pub. L. 99-348, title II, §205(b)(2), 100 Stat. 700;
Dec. 20, 1993, Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §204(b)(1),
107 Stat. 2421.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§11a, 12 (Apr. 16,
1908, ch. 145, §§1, 2, 35 Stat. 61; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, §1,
38 Stat. 800; Jan. 12, 1923, ch. 25, §2, 42 Stat. 1130; May
24, 1939, ch. 148, §§2, 3, 53 Stat. 757; June 6, 1940, ch. 257,
§§1(b), 3, 564 Stat. 246; July 23, 1947, ch. 301, §2, 61 Stat.
410; May 19, 1948, ch. 305, 62 Stat. 239).

Said sections have been divided. The provisions of the
proviso of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §1la, and the first
proviso of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §12, are placed in
section 48 of this title and the remainder is placed in
this section.

The provisions regarding appointment of the Assist-
ant Commandant and Engineer in Chief are coordi-
nated, inasmuch as these positions are about equal in
the Coast Guard organization. The qualification that
the Engineer in Chief be appointed from the active list
of engineering officers is changed to the active list of
officers who have qualified for engineering duty, be-
cause there is no longer any provision for a corps of en-
gineering officers. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-206 struck out ‘‘; retirement’’ after
‘“‘assignment’ in section catchline, struck out ‘“(a)’’ be-
fore ‘“The President may appoint’, substituted ‘‘The
appointment and grade of a Vice Commandant shall be
effective on the date the officer assumes that duty, and
shall terminate on the date the officer is detached from
that duty, except as provided in subsection 51(d) of this
title.” for ‘“The appointment of a Vice Commandant
shall be effective on the date the officer assumes such
duty, and shall terminate on the date he is detached
from such duty.”, and struck out subsecs. (b) to (d)
which read as follows:

““(b) A Vice Commandant, while so serving, who is re-
tired for physical disability shall be placed on the re-
tired list with the grade of vice admiral.

‘“(c) An officer who is retired while serving as Vice
Commandant, or who, after serving at least two and
one-half years as Vice Commandant, is retired after

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’.
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completion of that service while serving in a lower
rank or grade, may, in the discretion of the President,
be retired with the grade of vice admiral.

‘(d) An officer who, after serving less than two and
one-half years as Vice Commandant, is retired after
completion of that service while serving in a lower
rank or grade, shall be retired in his permanent grade.”’

1986—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99-348, §205(b)(2)(A),
struck out ‘‘and retired pay’’ after ‘“‘with the grade”’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99-348, §205(b)(2)(B), struck out
“and with the retired pay of that grade’ after ‘‘perma-
nent grade’’.

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97-295 substituted ‘‘a’ for
“an’ before ‘‘Vice Commandant’.

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92-451 substituted ‘‘Vice
Commandant” for ‘‘Assistant Commandant’” in four
places, and ‘‘above the grade of captain’ for ‘‘in the
grade of captain or above’ in second sentence.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92-451 substituted ‘“‘A Vice Com-
mandant’ for ‘“An Assistant Commandant”’.

Subsecs. (c¢), (d). Pub. L. 92-451 substituted ‘‘Vice
Commandant’ for ‘‘Assistant Commandant’ wherever
appearing.

1966—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 89-444, §1(6), struck out re-
quirement that Assistant Commandant serve 2% years
as Assistant Commandant before becoming eligible for
retirement with the grade and pay of vice admiral.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 89-444, §1(7), struck out provision
that section 334 of this title, which covers cases of re-
tirement when a higher grade has been held, shall not
apply to an officer retiring within 2% years of the date
of his original assignment as Assistant Commandant.

1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88-130, §1(5), substituted
‘“‘officers on the active duty promotion list serving in
the grade of captain or above” for ‘‘active list of offi-
cers who hold a permanent commission as captain or
above’’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 88-130, §1(6), substituted ‘‘section
334" for ‘‘section 243”.

1960—Pub. L. 86-474 amended section generally, and,
among other changes, required Assistant Commandant
to be appointed from the active list of officers who hold
a permanent commission as captain or above, raised
grade of Assistant Commandant from rear admiral to
vice admiral, increased his pay and allowances from
that of a rear admiral (upper half) to that of a vice ad-
miral, struck out provisions which related to an Engi-
neer in Chief, and added subsecs. (b) to (d).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 92-451 effective Oct. 2, 1972,
except that continuation boards may not be held until
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92-451, set
out as a note under section 290 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF HIGHER GRADE AND INCREASED
PAY AND ALLOWANCES

The increased grade of vice admiral for the Vice Com-
mandant, including the pay and allowances applicable
to such grade, effective on the first day of the month
following May 14, 1960, see section 2 of Pub. L. 86-474,
set out as a note under section 44 of this title.

[§§ 48, 49. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-474, §1(7), May 14,
1960, 74 Stat. 145]

Section 48, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499, relat-
ed to permanent grade of that Assistant Commandant
and Engineer in Chief on expiration of term.

Section 49, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499, relat-
ed to grade and retired pay upon retirement of Assist-
ant Commandant or Engineer in Chief.

§50. Area commanders

(a) The President may appoint, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, a Com-
mander, Atlantic Area, and a Commander, Pa-
cific Area, each of whom shall be an intermedi-
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ate commander between the Commandant and
the district commanders in his respective area
and shall perform such duties as the Com-
mandant may prescribe. The area commanders
shall be appointed from officers on the active
duty promotion list serving above the grade of
captain. The Commandant shall make recom-
mendations for such appointments.

(b) An area commander shall, while so serving,
have the grade of vice admiral with pay and al-
lowances of that grade. The appointment and
grade of an area commander shall be effective on
the date the officer assumes that duty, and shall
terminate on the date the officer is detached
from that duty, except as provided in sub-
section? 51(d) of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 92-451, §1(5), Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat.
755; amended Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §204(c),
Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2421.)
AMENDMENTS

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-206 substituted ‘“The ap-
pointment and grade of an area commander shall be ef-
fective on the date the officer assumes that duty, and
shall terminate on the date the officer is detached from
that duty, except as provided in subsection 51(d) of this
title.” for ‘“The appointment of an area commander is
effective on the date the officer assumes that duty, and
terminates on the date he is detached from that duty.”

EFFECTIVE DATE
Section effective Oct. 2, 1972, except that continu-
ation boards may not be held until one year thereafter,
see section 3 of Pub. L. 92-451, set out as an Effective

Date of 1972 Amendment note under section 290 of this
title.

§ 50a. Chief of Staff

(a) The President may appoint, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, a Chief of
Staff of the Coast Guard who shall rank next
after the area commanders and who shall per-
form duties as prescribed by the Commandant.
The Chief of Staff shall be appointed from the
officers on the active duty promotion list serv-
ing above the grade of captain. The Com-
mandant shall make recommendations for the
appointment.

(b) The Chief of Staff shall have the grade of
vice admiral with the pay and allowances of
that grade. The appointment and grade of the
Chief of Staff shall be effective on the date the
officer assumes that duty, and shall terminate
on the date the officer is detached from that
duty, except as provided in section 51(d) of this
title.

(Added Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §205(b)(1), Dec.
20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2422.)

§51. Retirement

(a) An officer who, while serving in the grade
of vice admiral, is retired for physical disability
shall be placed on the retired list with the grade
of vice admiral.

(b) An officer who is retired while serving in
the grade of vice admiral, or who, after serving
at least two and one-half years in the grade of
vice admiral, is retired while serving in a lower
grade, may in the discretion of the President, be
retired with the grade of vice admiral.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’.
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(c) An officer who, after serving less than two
and one-half years in the grade of vice admiral,
is retired while serving in a lower grade, shall be
retired in his permanent grade.

(d) An officer serving in the grade of admiral
or vice admiral shall continue to hold that
grade—

(1) while being processed for physical disabil-
ity retirement, beginning on the day of the
processing and ending on the day that officer
is retired, but not for more than 180 days; and

(2) while awaiting retirement, beginning on
the day that officer is relieved from the posi-
tion of Commandant, Vice Commandant, Area
Commander, or Chief of Staff and ending on
the day before the officer’s retirement, but not
for more than 60 days.

(Added Pub. L. 92451, §1(5), Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat.
755; amended Pub. L. 99-348, title II, §205(b)(3),
July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 700; Pub. L. 103-206, title II,
§§204(d), 205(c), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2421, 2422.)

AMENDMENTS

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-206, §205(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘in the grade of vice admiral” for ‘‘as Com-
mander, Atlantic Area, or Commander, Pacific Area’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-206, §205(c)(2), substituted ‘‘in
the grade of vice admiral” for ‘‘as Commander, Atlan-
tic Area, or Commander, Pacific Area’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-206, §204(d), added subsec. (d).

1986—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 99-348, §205(b)(3)(A),
struck out ‘‘and retired pay’’ after ‘“‘with the grade”’.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99-348, §205(b)(3)(B), struck out
“and with the retired pay of that grade’ after ‘‘perma-
nent grade”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 2, 1972, except that continu-
ation boards may not be held until one year thereafter,
see section 3 of Pub. L. 92451, set out as an Effective
Date of 1972 Amendment note under section 290 of this
title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 46, 47, 50, 50a of
this title.

§52. Vice admirals, continuity of grade

The continuity of an officer’s precedence on
the active duty promotion list, date of rank,
grade, pay, and allowances as a vice admiral
shall not be interrupted by the termination of
an appointment for the purpose of reappoint-
ment to another position as a vice admiral or
admiral.

(Added Pub. L. 97-322, title I, §115(a)(1), Oct. 15,
1982, 96 Stat. 15685; amended Pub. L. 101-225, title
11, §203(1), Dec. 12, 1989, 103 Stat. 1911.)

AMENDMENTS

1989—Pub. L. 101-225 inserted ‘‘or admiral” after ‘‘po-
sition as a vice admiral”’.

CHAPTER 5—FUNCTIONS AND POWERS

Sec.

81. Aids to navigation authorized.

82. Cooperation with Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

83. Unauthorized aids to maritime navigation;
penalty.

84. Interference with aids to navigation; penalty.

85. Aids to maritime navigation; penalty.

86. Marking of obstructions.
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Sec.
[87. Repealed.]
88. Saving life and property.
89. Law enforcement.
90. Ocean stations.
91. Safety of naval vessels.
92. Secretary; general powers.
93. Commandant; general powers.
94, Oceanographic research.
95. Civilian agents authorized to carry firearms.

AMENDMENTS

1988—Pub. L. 100-448, §10(b), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 Stat.
1842, added item 95.

1976—Pub. L. 94-546, §1(5), (7), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat.
2519, substituted ‘‘Federal Aviation Administration”
for “Federal Aviation Agency’ in item 82, and struck
out item 87.

1974—Pub. L. 93-283, §1(4), May 14, 1974, 88 Stat. 140,
struck out ‘‘on fixed structures’ after ‘‘maritime navi-
gation’ in item 85.

1961—Pub. L. 87-396, §2, Oct. 5, 1961, 75 Stat. 827, added
item 94.

1958—Pub. L. 85-726, title XIV, §1404, Aug. 23, 1958, 72
Stat. 808, substituted ‘‘Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Agency’” for ‘‘Administrator of Civil Aero-
nautics’ in item 82.

1956—Act June 4, 1956, ch. 351, §3, 70 Stat. 227, sub-
stituted ‘“‘Aids to maritime navigation on fixed struc-
tures” for ‘“‘Failure to maintain lights” in item 85.

§ 81. Aids to navigation authorized

In order to aid navigation and to prevent dis-
asters, collisions, and wrecks of vessels and air-
craft, the Coast Guard may establish, maintain,
and operate:

(1) aids to maritime navigation required to
serve the needs of the armed forces or of the
commerce of the United States;

(2) aids to air navigation required to serve
the needs of the armed forces of the United
States peculiar to warfare and primarily of
military concern as determined by the Sec-
retary of Defense or the Secretary of any de-
partment within the Department of Defense
and as required by any of those officials; and

(3) electronic aids to navigation systems (a)
required to serve the needs of the armed forces
of the United States peculiar to warfare and
primarily of military concern as determined
by the Secretary of Defense or any department
within the Department of Defense; or (b) re-
quired to serve the needs of the maritime com-
merce of the United States; or (c¢) required to
serve the needs of the air commerce of the
United States as requested by the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration.

These aids to navigation other than electronic
aids to navigation systems shall be established
and operated only within the United States, the
waters above the Continental Shelf, the terri-
tories and possessions of the United States, the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and be-
yond the territorial jurisdiction of the United
States at places where naval or military bases of
the United States are or may be located. The
Coast Guard may establish, maintain, and oper-
ate aids to maritime navigation under para-
graph (1) of this section by contract with any
person, public body, or instrumentality.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 500; June 22, 1951,

ch. 150, 65 Stat. 89; Sept. 3, 1954, ch. 1263, §30, 68
Stat. 1237; Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726, title XIV,
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§1404, 72 Stat. 808; Oct. 14, 1966, Pub. L. 89-662, §1,
80 Stat. 912; Oct. 18, 1976, Pub. L. 94-546, §1(3), 90
Stat. 25619; Oct. 15, 1982, Pub. L. 97-322, title I,
§105(a), 96 Stat. 1582.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.; §§50m, 500, and on
title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§720, 720a, 739, 740, 740a, 740b,
769 (R.S. 4668; June 23, 1874, ch. 455, §1, 18 Stat. 220; June
17, 1910, ch. 301, §7, 36 Stat. 538; Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 81, §5,
38 Stat. 927; Aug. 28, 1916, ch. 414, §3, 39 Stat. 538; May
22, 1926, ch. 371, §6, 44 Stat. 626; Feb. 25, 1925, ch. 313, §3,
45 Stat. 1262; Aug. 16, 1937, ch. 665, §3, 50 Stat. 667; June
26, 1948, ch. 672, §§1, 3, 62 Stat. 1050).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1982—Pub. L. 97-322 authorized the Coast Guard to
contractually establish, maintain, and operate aids to
maritime navigation.

1976—Pub. L. 94-546 substituted ‘‘Federal Aviation
Administration” for ‘‘Federal Aviation Agency’ in cl.
3)(e).

1966—Pub. L. 89-662 expanded authorization for estab-
lishment, maintenance, and operation of aids to air
navigation and electronic aids to navigation systems
required to serve the needs of the armed forces to in-
clude needs peculiar to warfare and primarily of mili-
tary concern as determined by the Secretary of Defense
or the Secretary of any department within the Depart-
ment of Defense, substituted ‘‘electronic aids to navi-
gation systems” for ‘‘Loran stations’, and altered the
list of locations where aids to navigation other than
electronic aids to navigation could be located by add-
ing the waters above the Continental Shelf and by
striking out places where such aids to navigation had
been established prior to June 26, 1948.

1958—Pub. L. 85-726 substituted ‘‘Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Agency’ for ‘‘Administrator of Civil
Aeronautics”’.

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, substituted ‘‘Department of
Defense’ for ‘‘National Military Establishment’’.

1951—Act June 22, 1951, extended Coast Guard’s au-
thority to include the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Section 1505(2) of Pub. L. 85-726, title XV, Aug. 23,
1958, 72 Stat. 810, provided that the amendment made
by Pub. L. 85-726 is effective on 60th day following date
on which Administrator of Federal Aviation Agency
[Federal Aviation Administration] first appointed
under Pub. L. 85-726 qualifies and takes office. Adminis-
trator appointed, qualified, and took office on Oct. 31,
1958.

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

REPORT TO CONGRESS; CONTRACTUAL AUTHORITY; IN-
CREASE IN RATIO OF CIVILIAN TO MILITARY EMPLOY-
EES

Section 105(b) of Pub. L. 97-322 provided that: ‘‘Not
later than one year after the date of enactment of this
title [Oct. 15, 1982], the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall submit a re-
port to the Congress evaluating—

‘(1) the exercise by contract of the authority of the
Coast Guard under section 81 of title 14, United
States Code, to establish, maintain, and operate aids
to navigation, including a discussion of any problems
involved in exercising such authority by contract,
the reasons for exercising or failing to exercise such
authority by contract in particular areas, and the
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feasibility of expanding the exercise of such author-
ity by contract; and

‘(2) the advantages and disadvantages of increasing
the ratio of civilian to military employees assigned
to the establishment, maintenance, and operation of
aids to navigation on the inland waterways of the
United States.”

CONTRACTUAL AUTHORITY DEPENDENT UPON
AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS

Section 105(c) of Pub. L. 97-322 provided that: ‘‘Any
authority to enter into contracts provided in this sec-
tion [amending this section and enacting provision set
out as Report to Congress note under this section] shall
be available only to the extent that appropriated funds
are available for that purpose.”

EX. ORD. No. 7521. USE OF VESSELS FOR ICE-BREAKING
OPERATIONS IN CHANNELS AND HARBORS

Ex. Ord. No. 7521, Dec. 21, 1936, 1 F.R. 2527, provided:

1. The Coast Guard, operating under the direction of
the Secretary of the Treasury, is hereby directed to as-
sist in keeping open to navigation by means of ice-
breaking operations, in so far as practicable and as the
exigencies may require, channels and harbors in ac-
cordance with the reasonable demands of commerce;
and to use for that purpose such vessels subject to its
control and jurisdiction or which may be made avail-
able to it under paragraph 2 hereof as are necessary and
are reasonably suitable for such operations.

2. The Secretary of War [Army], the Secretary of the
Navy, and the Secretary of Commerce are hereby di-
rected to cooperate with the Coast Guard in such ice-
breaking operations, and to furnish the Coast Guard,
upon the request of the Commandant thereof, for this
service such vessels under their jurisdiction and con-
trol as in the opinion of the Commandant, with the
concurrence of the head of the Department concerned,
are available and are, or may readily be made, suitable
for this service.

CROSS REFERENCES

Commandant, general powers, see section 93 of this
title.

Development and operation of aids to navigation, see
section 2 of this title.

Ice and derelict patrol, see section 738a of Title 46,
Appendix, Shipping.

Inland Navigational Rules, see section 2001 et seq. of
Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters.

Interference with aids to navigation; penalty, see sec-
tion 84 of this title.

Unauthorized aids to maritime navigation; penalty,
see section 83 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 84 of this title.

§ 82. Cooperation with Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration

The Coast Guard, in establishing, maintain-
ing, or operating any aids to air navigation
herein provided, shall solicit the cooperation of
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to the end that the personnel and
facilities of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion will be utilized to the fullest possible ad-
vantage. Before locating and operating any such
aid on military or naval bases or regions, the
consent of the Secretary of the Army, the Sec-
retary of the Navy, or the Secretary of the Air
Force, as the case may be, shall first be ob-
tained. No such aid shall be located within the
territorial jurisdiction of any foreign country
without the consent of the government thereof.
Nothing in this title shall be deemed to limit
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the authority granted by chapter 167 of title 10
or part A of subtitle VII of title 49.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 500; Sept. 3, 1954,
ch. 1263, §31, 68 Stat. 1237; Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L.
85-726, title XIV, §1404, 72 Stat. 808; Oct. 14, 1966,
Pub. L. 89-662, §2, 80 Stat. 912; Oct. 18, 1976, Pub.
L. 94-546, §1(4), (5), 90 Stat. 2519; Oct. 12, 1982,
Pub. L. 97-295, §2(3), 96 Stat. 1301; Nov. 10, 1986,
Pub. L. 99-640, §10(a)(3), 100 Stat. 3549; July 5,
1994, Pub. L. 103-272, §5(d), 108 Stat. 1373.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
1949 Act

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §50n (June 26, 1948,
ch. 672, §2, 62 Stat. 1050). 81st Congress, House Report
No. 557.

1982 Act

The citation ‘(49 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.)”’ is substituted
for ‘‘(ch. 20 of title 49)”’ for consistency in title 14. The
words ‘‘chapter 167 of title 10"’ are substituted for ‘‘sec-
tions 7392 and 7394 of title 10 to reflect the replace-
ment of those sections by chapter 167 of title 10 under
section 1(50) of the bill.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-272 amended last sentence generally,
substituting ‘‘chapter 167 of title 10 or part A of sub-
title VII of title 49 for ‘‘the Federal Aviation Act of
1958 (49 App. U.S.C. 1301 et seq.), or by the provisions of
chapter 167 of title 10”.

1986—Pub. L. 99-640 substituted ‘(49 App. U.S.C. 1301
et seq.)” for ¢, as amended (49 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.)”’.

1982—Pub. L. 97-295 substituted ‘(49 U.S.C. 1301 et
seq.)” for ““(ch. 20 of title 49)” and ‘‘chapter 167 of title
10 for ‘‘sections 7392 and 7394 of title 10”’.

1976—Pub. L. 94-546, §1(5), substituted ‘‘Federal Avia-
tion Administration” for ‘‘Federal Aviation Agency’’ in
section catchline.

Pub. L. 94-546, §1(4), substituted ‘‘Federal Aviation
Administration” for ‘‘Federal Aviation Agency’ wher-
ever appearing in first sentence.

1966—Pub. L. 89-662 substituted ‘‘granted by the Fed-
eral Aviation Act of 1958, as amended (ch. 20 of title 49),
or by the provisions of sections 7392 and 7394 of title 10”’
for ‘“‘granted by the provisions of section 458 of Title 5,
or by section 475(e) of Title 49 or subchapter III of chap-
ter 9 of that title”.

1958—Pub. L. 85-726 substituted ‘‘Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Agency’ for ‘‘Administrator of Civil
Aeronautics”, and ‘‘Federal Aviation Agency” for
“‘Civil Aeronautics Administration™.

19564—Act Sept. 3, 1954, substituted ‘‘section 175(e) of
Title 49 or subchapter III of chapter 9 of that title” for
“‘sections 175(f) or 451 to 458 of Title 49°°.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Section 1505(2) of Pub. L. 85-726, title XV, Aug. 23,
1958, 72 Stat. 810, provided that the amendment made
by Pub. L. 85-726 is effective on 60th day following date
on which Administrator of Federal Aviation Agency
[Federal Aviation Administration] first appointed
under Pub. L. 85-726 qualifies and takes office. Adminis-
trator appointed, qualified, and took office on Oct. 31,
1958.

CROSS REFERENCES

Air navigational facilities on floating ocean stations,
see section 90 of this title.

§83. Unauthorized aids to maritime navigation;
penalty

No person, or public body, or instrumentality,
excluding the armed services, shall establish,
erect, or maintain any aid to maritime naviga-
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tion in or adjacent to the waters subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, its territories
or possessions, or the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands, or on the high seas if that person,
or public body, or instrumentality is subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States, without
first obtaining authority to do so from the Coast
Guard in accordance with applicable regula-
tions. Whoever violates the provisions of this
section or any of the regulations issued by the
Secretary in accordance herewith shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not more
than $100 for each offense. Each day during
which such violation continues shall be consid-
ered as a new offense.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 500; May 14, 1974,
Pub. L. 93-283, §1(1), 88 Stat. 139.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §759 (June 20, 1906,
ch. 3447, §3, 34 Stat. 324; June 17, 1910, ch. 301, §6, 36
Stat. 538; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, §1, 37 Stat. 736; 1939
Reorg. Plan No. II, §2(a), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53
Stat. 1432).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-283 substituted ‘‘maritime navigation
in or adjacent to the waters subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, its territories or possessions, or
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or on the
high seas if that person, or public body, or instrumen-
tality is subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, without first obtaining authority” for ‘‘mari-
time navigation without first obtaining authority’’.

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

CROSS REFERENCES
Aids to navigation—
Authorized, see section 81 of this title.
Damages for injuring or destroying, deposit of pay-
ments, see section 642 of this title.
Rewards for apprehension and conviction of persons
interfering with, see section 643 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 84 of this title.

§ 84. Interference with aids to navigation; pen-
alty

It shall be unlawful for any person, or public
body, or instrumentality, excluding the armed
forces, to remove, change the location of, ob-
struct, wilfully damage, make fast to, or inter-
fere with any aid to navigation established, in-
stalled, operated, or maintained by the Coast
Guard pursuant to section 81 of this title, or
with any aid to navigation lawfully maintained
under authority granted by the Coast Guard
pursuant to section 83 of this title, or to anchor
any vessel in any of the navigable waters of the
United States so as to obstruct or interfere with
range lights maintained therein. Whoever vio-
lates the provisions of this section shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not
more than $500 for each offense. Each day during
which such violation shall continue shall be con-
sidered as a new offense.
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(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 500.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946, ed., §§761, 762 (May 14,
1908, ch. 168, §6, 35 Stat. 162; June 17, 1910, ch. 301, §6,
36 Stat. 538; Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 81, §8, 38 Stat. 928; 1939
Reorg. Plan No. II, §2(a), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53
Stat. 1432).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

CROSS REFERENCES

Aids to navigation—
Damages for injuring or destroying, deposit of pay-
ments, see section 642 of this title.
Rewards for apprehension and conviction of persons
interfering with, see section 643 of this title.

§ 85. Aids to maritime navigation; penalty

The Secretary shall prescribe and enforce nec-
essary and reasonable rules and regulations, for
the protection of marine navigation, relative to
the establishment, maintenance, and operation
of lights and other signals on fixed and floating
structures in or over waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States and in the high seas
for structures owned or operated by persons sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States.
Any owner or operator of such a structure, ex-
cluding an agency of the United States, who vio-
lates any of the rules or regulations prescribed
hereunder, commits a misdemeanor and shall be
punished, upon conviction thereof, by a fine of
not exceeding $100 for each day which such vio-
lation continues.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 501; June 4, 1956, ch.
351, §1, 70 Stat. 226; May 14, 1974, Pub. L. 93-283,
§1(2), 88 Stat. 139.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §760 (May 14, 1908,
ch. 168, §5, 35 Stat. 162).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-283 struck out ‘‘on fixed structures”
after ‘“‘maritime navigation’ in section catchline and
in text substituted ‘‘fixed and floating structures in or
over waters subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States and in the high seas for structures owned or op-
erated by persons subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States” for ‘‘fixed structures in or over navi-
gable waters of the United States’.

1956—Act June 4, 1956, amended section generally,
vesting in Secretary rule-making authority, for the
protection of maritime navigation, relative to the es-
tablishment, maintenance, and operation of lights and
other signals on fixed structures in or over navigable
waters of the United States, and excluding agencies of
United States from its provisions.

§ 86. Marking of obstructions

The Secretary may mark for the protection of
navigation any sunken vessel or other obstruc-
tion existing on the navigable waters or waters
above the continental shelf of the United States
in such manner and for so long as, in his judg-
ment, the needs of maritime navigation require.
The owner of such an obstruction shall be liable
to the United States for the cost of such mark-
ing until such time as the obstruction is re-
moved or its abandonment legally established or
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until such earlier time as the Secretary may de-
termine. All moneys received by the United
States from the owners of obstructions, in ac-
cordance with this section, shall be covered into
the Treasury of the United States as miscellane-
ous receipts. This section shall not be construed
so as to relieve the owner of any such obstruc-
tion from the duty and responsibility suitably to
mark the same and remove it as required by
law.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 501; Sept. 17, 1965,
Pub. L. 89-191, 79 Stat. 822; May 14, 1974, Pub. L.
93-283, §1(3), 88 Stat. 139.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 736 (R.S. 4676; June
17, 1910, ch. 301, §6, 36 Stat. 538; Aug. 16, 1937, ch. 665, §1,
50 Stat. 666; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. II, §2(a), eff. July 1,
1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1432).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-283 substituted ‘‘the navigable waters
or waters above the continental shelf of the United
States’” for ‘‘any navigable waters of the TUnited
States’.

1965—Pub. L. 89-191 vested sole responsibility for
wreck marking in the Coast Guard by giving the Sec-
retary discretionary authority to mark wrecks or other
similar obstructions for as long as in his judgment the
needs of maritime navigation may require, by remov-
ing reference to responsibility of the Department of the
Army to mark wrecks, after abandonment and before
removal, and by giving the Secretary the authority to
terminate an owner’s liability to pay the cost of mark-
ing a wreck.

[§87. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-546, §1(6), (7), Oct. 18,
1976, 90 Stat. 2519]

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, §1, 63 Stat. 501, re-
lated to color and numbering of buoys along coast, or
in bays, harbors, sounds, or channels, as indicating
whether such buoys were to be passed on the starboard
or port hand and prescribed the coloring for buoys in
channel ways.

§ 88. Saving life and property

(a) In order to render aid to distressed persons,
vessels, and aircraft on and under the high seas
and on and under the waters over which the
United States has jurisdiction and in order to
render aid to persons and property imperiled by
flood, the Coast Guard may:

(1) perform any and all acts necessary to res-
cue and aid persons and protect and save prop-
erty;

(2) take charge of and protect all property
saved from marine or aircraft disasters, or
floods, at which the Coast Guard is present,
until such property is claimed by persons le-
gally authorized to receive it or until other-
wise disposed of in accordance with law or ap-
plicable regulations, and care for bodies of
those who may have perished in such catas-
trophes;

(3) furnish clothing, food, lodging, medi-
cines, and other necessary supplies and serv-
ices to persons succored by the Coast Guard;
and

(4) destroy or tow into port sunken or float-
ing dangers to navigation.

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Coast
Guard may render aid to persons and protect
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and save property at any time and at any place
at which Coast Guard facilities and personnel
are available and can be effectively utilized.

(2) The Commandant shall make full use of all
available and qualified resources, including the
Coast Guard Auxiliary and individuals licensed
by the Secretary pursuant to section 8904(b) of
title 46, United States Code, in rendering aid
under this subsection in nonemergency cases.

(¢) An individual who knowingly and willfully
communicates a false distress message to the
Coast Guard or causes the Coast Guard to at-
tempt to save lives and property when no help is
needed is—

(1) guilty of a class D felony;

(2) subject to a civil penalty of not more
than $5,000; and

(3) liable for all costs the Coast Guard incurs
as a result of the individual’s action.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 501; June 12, 1970,
Pub. L. 91-278, §1(3), 84 Stat. 304; Sept. 28, 1988,
Pub. L. 100-448, §30(a), 102 Stat. 1849; Nov. 16,
1990, Pub. L. 101-595, title IV, §401, 104 Stat.
2989.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Derived from title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§29, 53, 55, 60,
61, 62, 63, 104, and title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §471 (R.S.
1536, R.S. 2759; June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §4, 20 Stat. 163;
Apr. 19, 1906, ch. 1640, §§1-3, 34 Stat. 123; May 12, 1906,
ch. 2454, 34 Stat. 190; June 24, 1914, ch. 124, 38 Stat. 387;
Aug. 29, 1916, ch. 417, 39 Stat. 601; Aug. 6, 1947, ch. 502,
61 Stat. 786).

This section broadens existing law in that it author-
izes the Coast Guard to engage in saving life and prop-
erty in the broadest possible terms, without limitation
as to place. This section reflects existing sentiment as
to Coast Guard functions in relation to saving life and
property. There is no intention to supersede or conflict
with the present authority of the Civil Aeronautics
Board to investigate certain aircraft wrecks. 81st Con-
gress, House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1990—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 101-595 added subsec. (c).

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100-448 designated existing
provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Subject to para-
graph (2), the Coast Guard” for ‘“The Coast Guard’’, and
added par. (2).

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-278 substituted ‘‘on and
under the high seas and on and under the waters’ for
“on the high seas and on waters’ in introductory text.

HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMING PROGRAM

Pub. L. 98-557, §9, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2862, provided
that: “The Secretary of the department in which the
Coast Guard is operating shall use such sums as are
necessary, from amounts appropriated for the oper-
ation and maintenance of the Coast Guard, to establish
a helicopter rescue swimming program for the purpose
of training selected Coast Guard personnel in rescue
swimming skills.”

COAST GUARD POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR TOWING
AND SALVAGE OF DISABLED VESSELS FOR MINIMIZA-
TION OF COAST GUARD COMPETITION OR INTER-
FERENCE WITH COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE

Pub. L. 97-322, title I, §113, Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1585,
as amended by Pub. L. 100-448, §30(b), Sept. 28, 1988, 102
Stat. 1850, provided that: ‘“The Commandant of the
Coast Guard shall review Coast Guard policies and pro-
cedures for towing and salvage of disabled vessels in
order to further minimize the possibility of Coast
Guard competition or interference (other than by the
Coast Guard Auxiliary) with private towing activities
or other commercial enterprise.”
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CROSS REFERENCES

Clothing for destitute shipwrecked persons, see sec-
tion 486 of this title.

§ 89. Law enforcement

(a) The Coast Guard may make inquiries, ex-
aminations, inspections, searches, seizures, and
arrests upon the high seas and waters over
which the United States has jurisdiction, for the
prevention, detection, and suppression of viola-
tions of laws of the United States. For such pur-
poses, commissioned, warrant, and petty officers
may at any time go on board of any vessel sub-
ject to the jurisdiction, or to the operation of
any law, of the United States, address inquiries
to those on board, examine the ship’s documents
and papers, and examine, inspect, and search the
vessel and use all necessary force to compel
compliance. When from such inquiries, examina-
tion, inspection, or search it appears that a
breach of the laws of the United States render-
ing a person liable to arrest is being, or has been
committed, by any person, such person shall be
arrested or, if escaping to shore, shall be imme-
diately pursued and arrested on shore, or other
lawful and appropriate action shall be taken; or,
if it shall appear that a breach of the laws of the
United States has been committed so as to
render such vessel, or the merchandise, or any
part thereof, on board of, or brought into the
United States by, such vessel, liable to forfeit-
ure, or so as to render such vessel liable to a fine
or penalty and if necessary to secure such fine
or penalty, such vessel or such merchandise, or
both, shall be seized.

(b) The officers of the Coast Guard insofar as
they are engaged, pursuant to the authority
contained in this section, in enforcing any law
of the United States shall:

(1) be deemed to be acting as agents of the
particular executive department or independ-
ent establishment charged with the adminis-
tration of the particular law; and

(2) be subject to all the rules and regulations
promulgated by such department or independ-
ent establishment with respect to the enforce-
ment of that law.

(c) The provisions of this section are in addi-
tion to any powers conferred by law upon such
officers, and not in limitation of any powers
conferred by law upon such officers, or any other
officers of the United States.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 502; Aug. 3, 1950, ch.
536, §1, 64 Stat. 406.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§45-47, 51, 52, 66, 67,
104, and on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 755 (R.S. 2747, 2758,
2760, 2762; June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §4, 20 Stat. 163; June 16,
1880, ch. 235, 21 Stat. 263; June 22, 1936, ch. 705, §§1-3, 49
Stat. 1820; July 11, 1941, ch. 290, §7, 55 Stat. 585).

The words ‘‘or such merchandise’ are inserted in the
last clause of subsection (a) in order to provide for situ-
ations where it may be desirable to seize merchandise
without seizing the vessel.

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1950—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 3, 1950, struck out ‘“‘to’’ be-
fore ‘‘examine” in second sentence.
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ENHANCED DRUG-INTERDICTION ASSISTANCE

Pub. L. 99-145, title XIV, §1421, Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat.
750, required assignment of a member of the Coast
Guard to each surface naval vessel at sea in a drug-
interdiction area to perform law enforcement func-
tions, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99-570, title III,
§30563(b)(3), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3207-76. See section
379 of Title 10, Armed Forces.

CROSS REFERENCES

Enforcement of laws—
Generally, see section 2 of this title.
Customs laws, see section 143 of this title.
Stopping vessels, immunity of Coast Guard officer,
see section 637 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in title 16 sections 973h,
1437; title 33 section 2605.

§90. Ocean stations

(a) The Coast Guard is authorized to operate
and maintain floating ocean stations for the
purpose of providing search and rescue, commu-
nication, and air navigation facilities, and mete-
orological services in such ocean areas as are
regularly traversed by aircraft of the United
States.

(b) The Coast Guard is authorized, subject to
approval by the Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration, to operate, on floating
ocean stations authorized herein, such air navi-
gation facilities as the Administrator may find
necessary or desirable for the safe and efficient
protection and control of air traffic. The Coast
Guard, in establishing, maintaining, or operat-
ing such air navigation facilities shall request
the cooperation of the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to the end that
the personnel and facilities of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration will be utilized to the full-
est possible advantage.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 502; Aug. 23, 1958,
Pub. L. 85-726, title XIV, §1404, 72 Stat. 808; Oct.
18, 1976, Pub. L. 94-546, §1(8), 90 Stat. 2519.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§50k, 50! (June 22,
1948, ch. 600, 62 Stat. 574).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94-546 substituted ‘‘Federal
Aviation Administration’ for ‘‘Federal Aviation Agen-
cy’”’ wherever appearing.

1958—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 85-726 substituted ‘‘Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Agency’’ for ‘‘Adminis-
trator of Civil Aeronautics’ in two places, and ‘‘Fed-
eral Aviation Agency’’ for ‘‘Civil Aeronautics Adminis-
tration’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Section 1505(2) of Pub. L. 85-726, title XV, Aug. 23,
1958, 72 Stat. 810, provided that the amendment made
by Pub. L. 85-726 shall be effective on the 60th day fol-
lowing the date on which the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Agency [now Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration] first appointed under Pub. L. 85-726 qualifies
and takes office. The Administrator was appointed,
qualified, and took office on Oct. 31, 1958.

§91. Safety of naval vessels

(a) The Secretary may control the anchorage
and movement of any vessel in the navigable
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waters of the United States to ensure the safety
or security of any United States naval vessel in
those waters.

(b) If the Secretary does not exercise the au-
thority in subsection (a) of this section and im-
mediate action is required, the senior naval offi-
cer present in command may control the an-
chorage or movement of any vessel in the navi-
gable waters of the United States to ensure the
safety and security of any United States naval
vessel under the officer’s command.

(c) If a person violates, or a vessel is operated
in violation of, this section or a regulation or
order issued under this section, the person or
vessel is subject to the enforcement provisions
in section 13 of the Ports and Waterways Safety
Act (33 U.S.C. 1232).

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 503; Nov. 10, 1986,
Pub. L. 99-640, §10(a)(4), 100 Stat. 3549.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §48a (Nov. 15, 1941,
ch. 471, §1, 55 Stat. 763).

Changes were made in phraseology. 8lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.

AMENDMENTS

1986—Pub. L. 99-640 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The captain of
the port, Coast Guard district commander, or other of-
ficer of the Coast Guard designated by the Com-
mandant thereof, or the Governor of the Panama Canal
in the case of the territory and waters of the Canal
Zone, shall so control the anchorage and movement of
any vessel, foreign or domestic, in the territorial wa-
ters of the United States, as to insure the safety or se-
curity of such United States naval vessels as may be
present in his jurisdic